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Aims and Objectives



Pearson Edexcel



Pearson is the world’s leading learning company. Our mission is to help people 

make progress in their lives through learning – because we believe that learning opens 

up opportunities, creating fulfilling careers and better lives. 

❖ Qualifications: our qualifications and assessments help to educate millions of

people worldwide.

❖ Support: we provide innovative textbooks, curriculum materials, multimedia

learning tools, IT platforms, professional development.

❖ Impact: At the core of everything we do is the desire to make a measurable

impact on improving people’s lives through learning.

Edexcel is part of Pearson Education and is the UK’s largest awarding body.

❖ Worldwide recognition: over 150 years of international education experience,

more than 3.4 million learners in 70+ countries. Over 9 million scripts marked

annually, with exceptionally reliable results.

About Pearson Edexcel



International GCSE 
Features 



Awarding

• The grading system is changing, but our commitment to awarding grades that 

accurately reflect learner exam performance remains the same.

• We set new grade boundaries (minimum number of marks needed to achieve 

each grade) for each assessment of each qualification.

Benefits

• Greater differentiation across levels of attainment, e.g. 2 grades where the current 

C grade is.

• Rewards truly outstanding achievement with the grade 9. 

• Provides more information about student attainment to help progression to A 

Level.

• Same scale for Pearson Edexcel GCSE and International GCSE allows for clear 

comparison with English standards, unlike old A* to G grading. 

9-1 grading scale



9-1 grading scale 



World-class qualifications
All Edexcel qualifications 
are developed to meet 
Pearson’s World Class 
Qualification design 
principles

Endorsement 
of educational 
thought-leaders and  
assessment experts
from across the globe

Developed using 
an understanding 
and benchmarking of 
all educational 
systems

Qualifications that 
support young people to 
develop the capabilities
they need to progress
and prosper in their lives



● Our transferable skills framework underpins the design all Pearson 

Edexcel international qualifications and their supporting resources 

across IPLS, International GCSE and International A Level.

● Ensures our assessments target the skills students’ need for 

successful progression.

● Increasing our support where these skills naturally occur through 

the teaching, learning and assessment.

● Pearson materials and mapping will support you in identifying and 

developing the acquisition of these skills in students across the full 

curriculum.

● https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%

20GCSE/Global%20Citizenship/2017/teaching-and-learning-

materials/Transferable-Skills-Mapping-for-Global-Citizenship.pdf

Supporting transferable skills

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International GCSE/Global Citizenship/2017/teaching-and-learning-materials/Transferable-Skills-Mapping-for-Global-Citizenship.pdf


Introduction to 

Edexcel International 

GCSE in Global 

Citizenship



A new specification with a familiar approach: to build on 

what you liked in our current course.

Clear and coherent structure: our specification has a 

straightforward structure with four engaging topics assessed 

through a single exam.

Supports continuous progression: by building on concepts 

throughout the course.

Developing active citizens: free choice of Community Action.

Reflects current issues, questions and debates: to engage 

students with what it means to be an active citizen.

Accessible assessment for students of all abilities: clear 

instructional text and engaging source material.

Specification design principles



Subject Features

Reviewed and 
updated in light 

of UK GCSE 
changes

Supports global 
outlook

Develops enquiry, 
analysis and 

research skills

Interdisciplinary 
linkages

Citizenship 
community action 

project 

Transferable Skills 
embedded

Teachinggeography
@

Pearson.com



Politics and Governance:

The concepts of democracy and sovereignty

Different systems of government

What are human rights and where do they come from?

How does international law work?

Specification theme 1



• The concept of sovereignty features prominently and allows students 
to connect with current affairs for the USA, the UK (Brexit) and China 
('cyber-sovereignty')

• In systems of government, there is a requirement to look at high 
(developed), medium (emerging economy )and low (developing) 
HDI countries.  This is a departure from looking at developed and 
developing countries and sets the scene for a course which explores 
citizenship in a 'three speed' world and not a 'two speed' ('North-
South') world.

• In human rights, there is an emphasis on cultural interpretations of 
human rights and human rights during conflict.  This allows students 
to make connections with human rights abuses seen in recent years in 
the Middle East and rural Nigeria for instance.

Specification theme 1



Economic development and the environment:

A global overview of wealth disparities and trade

How international organisations support development

Environmental threats and protection linked with economic 

growth, including climate change

The UN Sustainable Development Goals

Regionalisation (e.g. the EU), and the backlash against 

regionalisation and economic globalisation 

Specification theme 2



• The concept of the Global Commons has been introduced as a 
key idea for global citizenship.

• The concept of the circular economy has been introduced as a 
sustainable model of development.

• The millennium development goals are replaced by the 
sustainable development goals framework.

• The East African Community is highlighted as an MGO for 
students to research.  Interesting contrasts can be drawn with 
the European Union in terms of the extent to which the citizens 
of individual states support MGO membership.

• The political reaction to globalisation - sometimes termed 
de-globalisation - provides students with a very 
contemporary strand of teaching and learning.

Specification theme 2



Culture and community:

What is meant by a ‘global culture’ and how is it spread or 

resisted?

How does migration shape cultures and identities, both 

locally and globally?

Changing social attitudes, lifestyles and languages

Cultural change in emerging economies

Specification theme 3



• There are opportunities for learners to engage with how 
cultural globalisation is both accelerating yet contested in 
many places.

• Changing lifestyles e.g. ageing and diseases of affluence may 
provide some students with opportunities to make cross 
curricular learning links (with Biology for instance).

• The importance of Chinese and Arabic as world languages 
links with bigger questions about the possible declining 
influence of western language and culture, and the implications 
for global citizenship.

• The focus on cultural change in emerging economies provides 
students with an opportunity to engage with one of the big 
global issues of our times.

Specification theme 3



Technology:

How technology can assist development

How technology can build or threaten communities

Thinking about technology and democracy

Technological solutions for climate change

Social media issues

Specification theme 4



• There is a big emphasis in the new course on the role of 
Communications Technology and smartphones, both in 
terms of the opportunities they bring such  as new risks 
such as identity theft and cyber-terrorism.

• A.I.,  bionics and virtual healthcare all get a mention: 
could these provide a basis for interesting community 
action work?

• Teaching and learning about censorship and bias could 
be extended to cover the new phenomenon of 'fake 
news'.

• Teaching and learning about climate change technology 
has been updated to include carbon capture and 
storage.

Specification theme 4



Spend some time looking at the new specification 

in more detail – what are your first impressions?

What do you like? Anything you dislike?

How much continuity is there with your current 

course?

How will you approach taking citizenship action?

Full group discussion



Community action 

project



Students are required to conduct a critical investigation leading to 

citizenship action. They'll be asked questions about this action in the 

exam. 

Suggested links are built into each of the four taught themes.

Students will use a range of citizenship skills including:

–primary and secondary research

–considering different points of view

–planning and target-setting

–advocacy, negotiating and campaigning

–evaluation

Community Action Project



Citizenship action is:

“a planned course of informed action to address a citizenship 
issue or question of concern aimed at delivering a benefit or 

change for a particular community or wider society”

Students are required to conduct an in-depth, critical investigation 

leading to citizenship action.

Exam papers must include questions that draw on the knowledge 

and understanding students have gained from taking citizenship 

action.

These questions will account for 20% of iGCSE marks.

Taking citizenship action



The Specification includes examples of possible topics 

and approaches.

Find the best approach that works for your students, 

their interests, and the institution they study at.

a.Specification pages 41-44 

b.Scheme of Work pages 47-54

c.Getting Started pages 13-14

Taking citizenship action



• Refugees and refugee support agencies

• Methods to reduce food wastage and embrace the circular economy

• Modern slavery both during wartime and peacetime

• The use of drone missiles, or drones in other contexts

• Ongoing problems of poor sanitation in low income countries

• The challenges and opportunities of social media and technology 

addiction

• Radicalization of young people

• Global demographic challenges such as obesity and ageing

• Global environmental issues such as plastic in the oceans

Possible areas of focus



What main opportunities and challenges 
do you anticipate for delivering the 
citizenship action for this course?

Discussion: break out groups



The examination 

paper



Assessment objectives



Assessment model



Points-based mark schemes are used when a maximum of 5 

marks are available for a distinct part of a response and the 

application of a single mark can be defined.

Levels-based mark schemes for questions with 6 marks or more 

have clear strands running through each level.

Approach to level descriptions rewards progression to higher 

levels of understanding.

Indicative content is clearly laid out.

Mark schemes



Section A assesses the Community Action Project.

Short and medium extended writing questions (ranging 

from 4 to 6 marks).

4-mark questions may be sub-divided (2 + 2).

6-mark questions use the command word ‘Explain....’ and 

do not require any evaluation.

Exam paper section A



Exam paper section A



Exam paper section A: Student



In the Specimen Examination paper: 

Section B combines Technology (Theme 4) and Development (Theme 
2) 

Section C combines Politics (Theme 1) and Culture (Theme 3) 

These combinations will change from year-to-year. 

Each Section includes MCQs, short and medium extended writing 

questions (ranging from 1 to 9 marks). 

Questions are based on three Sources.

The 9-mark question uses a command such as ‘Examine…’ and will require 

students to apply their knowledge in ways which provide a balanced 

review of an issue. 

Exam paper sections B & C



Exam paper section B



Exam paper section B; Student



Exam paper section B



Exam paper section B: Student

On the one hand, there is strong evidence of a global culture.  This is 

sometimes called Americanization or MacDonaldization.  Big companies 

like McDonald's have established themselves in almost every country 

meaning that wherever you go in the world people are eating Big Macs.  

The spread of a single global culture can be positive - such as the growing 

number of countries where women's rights are respected and women are 

accepted in government as this becomes culturally accepted.

On the other hand, it is not a single culture that is being created because 

the menu differs in almost every McDonald's restaurant in the world 

because some countries do not eat beef for instance and this must be 

respected.  Also, Japanese and Chinese culture have a global influence too 

and there is not really a single American culture anymore but many 'global' 

cultures.



The Synoptic Assessment

One short 5-mark question (point marked).

One compulsory extended 15-mark question (level-

marked).

Requires students to draw on evidence and arguments from 

across the whole course.

Requires students to arrive at a substantiated judgement.

Exam paper section D



Exam paper section D



Spend some time looking at the draft assessment 

materials – what are your first impressions?

What do you like? 

What strategies can you use to help students 

prepare for the Section D synoptic essay?

Discussion: break out groups



Teaching and 

delivery



Some core ideas may need to be taught in a traditional 

manner, to ensure that students gain a solid foundation of 

citizenship knowledge and understanding.  

Examples and contexts can of course the research 

independently by students.

Opportunities can be provided by to help students grasp the 

interrelationships between the concepts and issues they are 

studying, with a view to succeeding in the synoptic essay which 

forms the final section of the examination paper.

Approaches to teaching and 
learning



What main opportunities and challenges do you 

anticipate for the new course?

What alternatives are there to the focus 

suggestions in the official Scheme of Work?

Using the course planner (Getting Started)

Full group discussion



We offer a range of free and paid for 

resources for International GCSE 

in Global Citizenship. They have 

been designed to support teachers 

to improve learner outcomes.

Resources



Support overview for International GCSE 
in Global Citizenship

Getting Started 
Guide & 

Scheme of 
Work

Getting Ready 
to Teach Events

Subject 
interpretation of 

transferable 
skills

Subject Advisor Results Plus
Regional 
Support 
Manager

Curriculum 
Matched 

Publishing
Skills mapping

Sample 
assessment 

materials

Access to 
scripts



● Free online results analysis tool for teachers. 
● Provides a detailed breakdown of student performance in 

Pearson Edexcel exams. 
● Identify topics and questions where the student could benefit 

from further learning and inform teaching strategies and 
approaches.

● Benchmark your school’s performance against other Pearson 
Edexcel schools in your country.

● Not just a post-results tool: Mock exam results can also be fed 
into the system to produce analysis.

● Find student results analysis from their previous Pearson 
Edexcel school.

● ResultsPlus Direct gives your students access to their final 
grades and performance breakdown, wherever they are. 

● Schools can sign up for free ResultsPlus account in just a few 
quick and easy steps: 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/Result
sPlus.html

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/ResultsPlus.html


Subject Advisor details

Your subject advisor is John Wolton

Phone: +44 (0)20 7010 2185

Twitter: @geogadvisor

Email: Teachinggeography@pearson.com

Sign up for monthly newsletters from John to stay on top of qualification 

updates, training, course materials and industry news.

Contact your dedicated Subject 
Advisor

mailto:Teachingxxxx@pearson.com


Other useful links
1.Grade Boundaries

This page shows the minimum marks needed to achieve a certain grade for all UK 

and international examinations. Also refer to the examiners report which is available 

for download with other documents.

2.Examination Results Statistics

Results statistics summarise the overall grade outcomes of candidates sitting 

Pearson Edexcel examinations.

3.Progress to University

Here you can find information and guidance about how to progress to universities 

worldwide with Pearson Edexcel qualifications.

4. Access to scripts

Make an informed enquiry about results (EARs) using our free access to scripts 

portal. 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-boundaries.html
http://qualifications.pearson.com/content/demo/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-statistics.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/progress-to-university.html
https://www.edexcelonline.com/main/HomePage.aspx


Any questions?



Please fill in your 
evaluation forms

We value your 
feedback!




